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Dependence on the paternal power of a central government represents a return to the patriarchal state, which marks the loss of political impetus in a nation. Mr. Lloyd George sounded the death knell of the Friendly Society and the Trade Union by his National Health Insurance Act in 1911. Having removed the administrative duties from the leaders of labour to the State, the only task left to the Labour' leader was political agitation. The finance and organisations of the Friendly Societies and the Trade Unions came under direct political control and powerful leaders could be bribed away from their own districts by the lure of a political salary. In localities less paternally cared for than Mr. Baldwin's the ordinary citizen lost his only opportunity of ventilating his grievances. The very character of the voluntary organisation was changed and the natural leaders, from being men of local standing and influence, became salaried clerks who were as often "carpet baggers" as the Parliamentary representatives themselves. By the degrading process of stamping cards the social structure of England was undermined and only the Insurance Companies have reaped the benefit. The Friendly Society may well grow up in a new form while the fabric of Whitehall breaks away. Scientific government can overleap itself in the same way as the peasant in some parts of the world is following a primitive plough in sight of scientific cultivation. If any force attacked the capital of the Insurance Companies sunk in municipal loans and overseas investments, mass starvation could well be the alternative to the pauperism of the thriftless and the indigent, who gave Mr. Lloyd George his power. Mr. Baldwin recognises the importance of local independence in politics.
In contrast to this depth of understanding Mr. Baldwin's fourth observation is hard to reconcile. "By teaching our people/' he said, "the spirit of service which the Friendly Societies inculcate, we are playing our part in making our democracy fitter and nobler. ..." The whole idea is nebulous. Here was one of those loose dicta about democ-